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Founded in 1996, 

these awards honor 

books of literary  

quality or historical 

importance that  

evoke the spirit  

or enhance  

appreciation  

of New York City.

The New York City 
BOOK AWARDS2023

THE WINNERS

THE HORNBLOWER AWARD  
FOR A FIRST BOOK
Sidik Fofana
Stories from the Tenants  
Downstairs 
Scribner

Jarrod Shanahan
Captives: How Rikers Island 
Took New York City Hostage
Verso

Shanté Paradigm Smalls
Hip Hop Heresies: Queer  
Aesthetics in New York City
NYU Press

John Wood Sweet
The Sewing Girl’s Tale: A Story 
of Crime and Consequences in 
Revolutionary America
Henry Holt and Co.

Xochitl Gonzalez
Olga Dies Dreaming: A Novel
Flatiron Books



ORDER OF 
CEREMONY

Welcome

Opening Remarks

Presentation  
of Awards

Closing Remarks

Carolyn Waters, Head Librarian

Ellen M. Iseman, Trustee
Bianca Calabresi, Awards Jury Chair

THE HORNBLOWER AWARD FOR A FIRST BOOK 
Stories from the Tenants Downstairs

Deesha Philyaw, presenter 
Sidik Fofana, winner

Captives: How Rikers Island Took New York City Hostage 

Jonathan Soffer, presenter
Jarrod Shanahan, winner | Ben Mabie, accepting award

Hip Hop Heresies: Queer Aesthetics in New York City

Gessy Alvarez, presenter
Shanté Paradigm Smalls, winner

The Sewing Girl’s Tale: A Story of Crime and  
Consequences in Revolutionary America

Debby Applegate,  presenter
John Wood Sweet, winner

Olga Dies Dreaming: A Novel

Nikhil Iyengar, presenter
Xochitl Gonzalez, winner

Carolyn Waters, Head Librarian

BOOKS  
FOR SALE

Copies of the winning books are for sale by the Corner 
Bookstore in the Peluso Family Exhibition Gallery.  
The authors will be happy to sign autographs following  
the presentation.

Bianca Calabresi, Chair

THE 2022 JURY Gessy Alvarez

Debby Applegate

Nikhil Iyengar

Anita Kapadia

Deesha Philyaw

Tracy Quan

Jonathan Soffer

WINNERS OF THE
NEW YORK CITY
BOOK AWARD

1995
Kenneth T. Jackson | The Encyclopedia of New York City

1996
Ellen M. Snyder-Grenier | Brooklyn! An Illustrated History

1997
Paul E. Cohen and Robert T. Augustyn | Manhattan in Maps: 1527-1995
Susan Tunick and Peter Mauss |  Terra-Cotta Skyline

1998
Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace | Gotham
Maureen E. Montgomery |  Displaying Women
Allon Schoener | New York: An Illustrated History of the People
Phillip Lopate | Writing New York

1999
Robert A.M. Stern, Thomas Mellins, and David Fishman |   New York 1880
Jean Strouse | Morgan: American Financier
Byron Falk Jr. and Valerie Falk | Personal Name Index to the New York Times
David Weisner | Sector 7
Frank McCourt | ’Tis: A Memoir



BOOK AWARD WINNERS cont.

2006
Andrew Scott Dolkart | Biography of a Tenement House in New York City
Jewel Stern and John A. Stuart | Ely Jacques Kahn, Architect
Rebecca Zurier | Picturing the City

2007
Michael Lorenzini and Kevin Moore |  New York Rises
D. Graham Burnett | Trying Leviathan

2008
Gail Fenske |  The Skyscraper and the City

2009
Constance Rosenblum | Boulevard of Dreams
Kathleen Eagen Johnson | The Hudson-Fulton Celebration
Black Dog Publishing | Mapping New York
Ayala Fader |  Mitzvah Girls
Andrew Scott Dolkart | The Row House Reborn

2010
Thelma Golden | Harlem: A Century in Images
Martin Lemelman | Two Cents Plain: My Brooklyn Boyhood
Peter Eisenstadt | Rochdale Village

2011
Carla L. Peterson |  Black Gotham
Teju Cole | Open City: A Novel
Suleiman Osman | The Invention of Brownstone Brooklyn

2012
James T. Murray and Karla L. Murray | New York Nights
Joe McKendry | One Times Square
Alex Gilvarry | From the Memoirs of a Non-Enemy Combatant

WINNERS OF THE
NEW YORK CITY
BOOK AWARD

2000
Norval White and Elliot Willensky | AIA Guide to New York City
Michael Chabon | The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay
Lloyd Ultan and Barbara Unger |  Bronx Accent

2001
Tyler Anbinder | Five Points
Robert Burleigh and Marek Los | Lookin’ for Bird in the Big City
Diana DiZerega Wall and Anne-Marie E. Cantwell |  Unearthing Gotham

2002
Charles Denson | Coney Island: Lost and Found
William Langewiesche | American Ground
Maira Kalman | Fireboat: The Heroic Adventures of the John J. Harvey
Michael Henry Adams and Paul Rocheleau | Harlem Lost and Found
Susan L. Klaus | A Modern Arcadia
ProQuest Company | ProQuest—New York Times

2003
David Von Drehle | Triangle: The Fire That Changed America
Jon Boorstin | The Newsboys’ Lodging-House
Christopher Gray and Suzanne Braley | New York Streetscapes
Stanley Greenberg | Waterworks

2004
Edward Conlon | Blue Blood
David W. Dunlap | From Abyssinian to Zion
Russell Shorto | The Island at the Center of the World
Miriam Cohen and Thomas F. Yezerski | Mimmy and Sophie: All Around the Town
The New York Transit Museum | Subway Style
Phillip Lopate | Waterfront: A Journey around Manhattan
Arcadia Publishers | The Images of America Series

2005
Jill Lepore | New York Burning
Donald Albrecht |  The Mythic City
Steven G. Kellman | Redemption: The Life of Henry Roth



BOOK AWARD WINNERS cont.

2013
Phyllis Lambert | Building Seagram
Paul Collins | Duel with the Devil
Benjamin Swett | New York City of Trees
Matt Apuzzo and Adam Goldman |  Enemies Within

2014
Ted Steinberg | Gotham Unbound
Thomas Beller | J.D. Salinger: The Escape Artist
Atticus Lish | Preparation for the Next Life
Catherine McNeur |  Taming Manhattan
Peter Pennoyer, Anne Walker, and Jonathan Wallen |  New York architecture series 

2015
Robin Jaff ee Frank | Coney Island
Shane White |  Prince of Darkness
Gerard Koeppel | City on a Grid
Arthur Browne |  One Righteous Man
Tom Glynn | Reading Publics
Vivian Gornick | Special Citation of Merit
Roger Angell | Special Citation of Merit

2016
Tyler Anbinder | City of Dreams:
David Oshinsky |  Bellevue:
Roxane Orgill and Francis Vallejo | Jazz Day
Corey Pegues | Once a Cop

2017
Mike Wallace | Greater Gotham
Roz Chast |  Going Into Town
Francis Spuff ord | Golden Hill
Anthony W. Robins | New York Art Deco
Jennifer Egan | Manhattan Beach
Lisa Ko | The Leavers

The New York Society Library
53 East 79th Street
New York, NY  10075

2018
Victoria Johnson | American Eden
Stephen L. Carter | Invisible
Philip Ashforth Coppola, Ezra Bookman, and Jeremy Workman | One-Track Mind
Elizabeth Acevedo | The Poet X
Karina Yan Glaser | The Vanderbeekers and the Hidden Garden
Albert Samaha | Never Ran, Never Will

2019
Cynthia Brenwall | The Central Park
Matthew Goodman | The City Game
Willie Perdomo | The Crazy Bunch
Hugh Ryan | When Brooklyn was Queer
Claire Jimenez | Staten Island Stories

2020
Johanna Fernández | The Young Lords
Bill Hayes | How We Live Now
N.K. Jemisin | The City We Became
James McBride | Deacon King Kong
Jonathan Daniel Wells | The Kidnapping Club
Stephen Haff  | Kid Quixotes
Sarah Sierra and Stephen Haff  | Becoming Kid Quixote

2021
Debby Applegate | Madam: The Biography of Polly Adler
Colson Whitehead | Harlem Shuffl  e
C.G. Esperanza | Boogie Boogie Y’all
Brian Merlis and Clarence Taylor | Historic Black Brooklyn
Ly Tran | House of Sticks

BOOK AWARD WINNERS cont.
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